Holt Parish Council has considered the proposed Highways conditions, particularly Condition 6, which allows use of the emergency access when the main Bradford Road access is “blocked, unusable or unsafe for a prolonged period”. We wish to make one further point, bringing together local knowledge of this highway network, the applicant's traffic figures and the proposed Highways conditions.
Holt Parish Council is not opposed to the principle of the Aldi development. Our question throughout this application has always been: why should reliance be placed on an emergency access during prolonged flooding, secured through planning conditions, without properly investigating whether the underlying flooding problem on Bradford Road can be addressed as part of the proposed highway works?
The substantial highway works already proposed present an opportunity for the applicant and Wiltshire Council Highways to address the underlying flooding problem on Bradford Road and consider improvements to the operation of the only non-traffic-light-controlled arm of Farmers Roundabout.
Aldi's Transport Assessment (10 July 2025, section 4.6.4, Table 4.4, p.27) predicts 91 arrivals and 96 departures during the weekday PM peak (187 movements), and 118 arrivals and 115 departures during the Saturday peak (233 movements). That is almost four Aldi vehicle movements per minute which could need to use the emergency access if flooding makes the principal access unusable while the store remains operational. In this location when Bradford Road is under flood water other vehicles may be queuing, turning around or attempting to negotiate the affected highway while Aldi customers, staff and delivery vehicles are entering and leaving the site.
There are therefore some very practical questions, not hypothetical concerns to consider: 
· How would this volume of two-way traffic safely use the emergency access immediately beside Farmers Roundabout when Bradford Road has flooded?
· Has the emergency access been assessed for this volume of two-way traffic during flooding, including whether 2 cars/vans can pass safely? 
· How would Aldi's 16.5m articulated delivery vehicle safely negotiate Farmers Roundabout and cross Bradford Road to enter the emergency access, particularly when other vehicles are using the access or queuing on Bradford Road?
· Where could vehicles wait without obstructing Bradford Road or traffic approaching or leaving Farmers Roundabout? 
Holt Parish Council asks Planning and Highways officers to visit the site and consider the emergency access in the context of actual traffic movements, including pedestrians, cyclists and articulated HGVs on the Bradford Road, Farmers Roundabout and use of the emergency access route. Our local knowledge suggests its practical operation deserves closer examination before it is relied upon as a highway-safety solution. Condition 1 leaves the technical access details to be approved after planning permission, while Condition 6 relies upon that access during prolonged closure of the main entrance. A condition can require the emergency access to be available; it does not demonstrate that it can operate safely in practice.
Holt Parish Council therefore requests, before determination:
1. a site visit and specific consideration by Planning and Highways of the practical operation of the emergency access, including its relationship with Bradford Road, Farmers Roundabout and the A350, and the predicted two-way Aldi traffic during peak periods;
2. confirmation from the Highway Authority that the emergency access is safe and workable in principle for the volume and type of vehicles expected to use it, including simultaneous entering and exiting movements and the 16.5m articulated HGV, taking account also of other traffic, pedestrians and cyclists; and
3. Investigation of road raising or other flood-resilience improvements alongside the proposed highway works, subject to appropriate flood-risk and drainage assessment, together with consideration of traffic-light control of the Bradford Road arm of Farmers Roundabout.
Holt Parish Council asks the Planning Officer to give proper weight to the representations of Holt and other affected parish councils, informed by repeated experience of flooding, road closures and congestion. These wider flooding concerns are also receiving attention through Brian Mathew MP's engagement with the Environment Agency.
Before determining the application, Wiltshire Council should be satisfied that the emergency access is demonstrably safe and workable in practice, not simply capable of being secured by condition. If foreseeable problems are left unresolved now, it will be Wiltshire Council Highways, local communities and road users dealing with the consequences once the store is operational.
Holt Parish Council therefore asks both Wiltshire Council and the applicant to address these issues at the planning stage.

