Help Shape Holt’s Future - Have your say by the end of February 2026
Holt’s Neighbourhood Plan is being reviewed, and this is your chance to help shape how your village develops over the coming years.
If you live in Holt, please take a few minutes to complete the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire by the end of February. Your responses will help set local priorities on housing, design, green spaces, traffic, community facilities and village life.
This review is for residents, by residents. While Holt Parish Council has a formal role in the process (as required by planning law), the direction of the plan depends on what local people say. The Steering Group leading the review is made up of local people who live in Holt and care about its future. 
To make it easy to get involved:
· The questionnaire can be completed online – scan this QR code using your phone/tablet.
· [image: ]Paper copies of the questionnaire are available at Holt Superstore – just ask at the counter to be given one
· Members of the Steering Group will be popping along to coffee mornings and other informal village events to answer questions and chat things through

· If you’re part of a community group, club or organisation and would like a Steering Group member to come along to a meeting for a short, informal discussion, email clerk@holtparishcouncil.gov.uk .
Please take a few minutes to complete the questionnaire, encourage friends and neighbours to do the same, and help ensure Holt’s next Neighbourhood Plan is shaped by the people who live here.
Your village. Your voice. Your future.

Neighbourhood Plan – The Questions People Are Asking
“Didn’t we already have a Neighbourhood Plan?”
Yes. Holt’s current plan covers 2016–2026. It now needs updating to reflect changes in planning policy, local circumstances and community priorities.
“So why did development still happen outside the village boundary?”
National rules shifted in favour of housing delivery at a time when Wiltshire Council could not demonstrate a five-year housing land supply. That reduced the weight given to neighbourhood plans, particularly older plans based on evidence gathered many years ago.
“Doesn’t that mean Neighbourhood Plans don’t really work?”
No. It means older plans with outdated evidence carry less weight. Up-to-date plans, clearly backed by local evidence and strong community engagement, are far more influential. It can help guide design quality, protect what people value most about Holt, and ensure the village has a clearer, more confident voice about future change.
“Be honest – does filling in a questionnaire actually change anything?”
Yes, when enough people take part and large numbers of consistent responses are given to likes and dislikes about Holt.
“Is this just another consultation where decisions are already made?”
No. This is the point at which community input has the most impact.
“Isn’t this just the Parish Council doing its own thing?”
No. The Parish Council has to be involved formally, but the Steering Group leading the review is made up of local residents. The aim is to reflect what people who live in Holt want for the future.
“What happens if people don’t bother responding?”
Then the plan reflects a narrower range of views. Broader participation helps ensure the plan reflects Holt as it really is, not just the views of a few.
The honest bottom line:
Neighbourhood Plans aren’t perfect. But an out-of-date one is far weaker than a fresh plan shaped by local voices.
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