Holt Neighbourhood Plan
Community Engagement and Communication Plan 
Purpose
Holt Parish Council and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group are committed to open, inclusive and transparent engagement with residents and stakeholders throughout the review of the Holt Neighbourhood Plan. This plan sets out how we will communicate and involve the community during the review process.  
Principles of Engagement
• We will make every effort to reach people from across the whole parish, including its outlying rural areas.
• We will engage with residents of all age groups and backgrounds.
• We will ensure information is clear, accessible and timely.
• We will provide a variety of ways for people to have their say.
Methods of Communication and Engagement 

Printed Materials and Posters
Display posters and leaflets in prominent locations across the parish, including the Village Hall, churches, school, shop/post office and the community noticeboard.
Distribute updates via the Holt Magazine and other local print channels where possible.
Online and Social Media
Regular updates on the Parish Council website, with a dedicated page for Neighbourhood Plan activities, Steering Group agendas, minutes and documents.
Use of website to enable interactive engagement in HNP informal evidence gathering and pre-submission (Regulation 14) consultations.
Use of the Holt Parish Council Facebook page to publicise consultations, meetings, and events.
Use of the local Holt residents Facebook group “Holt in Wiltshire”.
Community Events
Attendance at major local events such as the Holt School Christmas Fayre and church/community group gatherings to raise awareness and enable and encourage participation.
Hold informal drop-in sessions and presentations to give residents a chance to be informed, engage in consultations, ask questions of Steering Group/HPC Members and provide feedback.
Networking and Outreach
Parish Councillors and Steering Group members will use informal networking and existing community connections to spread information, widen engagement and gather views.
Direct informal engagement with local businesses, community organisations, Holt Primary School and youth groups.
Informal and formal pre-submission consultation with statutory bodies in conformity with regulatory requirements.
Reaching Residents Who May Not Use the Internet
We recognise that not all residents use the internet or social media. To ensure inclusivity, Holt Parish Council will:
• Use printed newsletters, posters and flyers delivered to key locations and, where feasible, to households.  Where residents do not wish (or cannot) use an online questionnaire we will provide an inclusive way for the residents to provide their consultation response.
• Place notices on public noticeboards and in parish venues.
• Announce updates at local group meetings, such as church groups (St Katharine’s and United Reform Church), and community events.
• Encourage word-of-mouth communication through councillors, volunteers and community leaders.
Formal Channels
• Neighbourhood Plan review issues will be included as a standing agenda item at each monthly Parish Council meeting.
• Steering Group meetings will be held regularly, with minutes and agendas published on the Parish Council website under a separate page dedicated to the Neighbourhood Plan.
• Consultation outcomes will be reported back to the community.
• Undertake all necessary environmental and habitats assessment consultations in conformity with Strategic Environmental and Habitants Regulations. 
• Pre-submission (Regulation 14) consultation will be undertaken for a period of at least six weeks and in conformity with Neighbourhood Planning Regulations.
• Produce a formal Consultation Statement to accompany the submission version of Holt Neighbourhood Plan in conformity with Neighbourhood Planning Regulations.  
Monitoring and Feedback
The Parish Council will monitor the effectiveness of communication methods and adjust as needed. All feedback received will be documented and considered in shaping the revised Neighbourhood Plan.
Next Steps
• Adopt this Communication and Engagement Plan at the next Parish Council meeting.
• Begin implementation immediately ahead of public consultation on the draft revised Neighbourhood Plan.
