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Minutes of the Holt Parish Council (PC) Meeting held on Thursday 24th June 2021 in the 
Upper Meeting Room at Holt Village Hall at 7.30pm.  
 
Attendees: Cllr Game (Chair), Cllr Goodman, Cllr Nicholson, Cllr Siddall, Cllr Mizen, Cllr 
Offiler, Cllr Fletcher, Parish Clerk Baker. 
 
In Attendance: 2 members of the Public (MOP) 
 
191. Apologies – Cllr Hendon, Cllr Carbin (Wiltshire County Councillor) 
 
192. OPEN MEETING  
 
a. It was previously reported by Cllr Carbin that matched funding is available for the 
topographical survey. 

b. Cllr Carbin previously advised that the successor to Cllr Sturgis is Nick Botterill whose title 
is Cabinet Member for Development Management, Strategic Planning and Climate Change. 
Clerk to contact the local MP to ascertain whether a letter concerning CIL has been sent. 

c. A MOP representing Holt Pre School provided Council with an update on fund raising and 
the current issues facing them which in essence was a shortfall of approximately £50000 
resulting from significant price rises in materials. After discussion both Cllrs Goodman and 
Mizen would represent the Parish Council in discussions and exploration of how the PC 
could assist. 

d. A MOP raised issues concerning pedestrian safety caused by overgrown vegetation 
affecting access on the pavement opposite Ground Corner, the pavement opposite the 
hedge bordering the recreation field and The Walk. The specific properties concerned have 
been advised to the Clerk who will write to the occupants asking that they attend to the 
matter. Some work is WC responsibility, and the Clerk will add to the Parish Steward 
worksheet for July. 

CLOSED MEETING 

193. Declarations of Interest and Dispensation – Cllr Fletcher advised that he had an 
interest in the Bench to be located at Dawes Pond and would refrain from discussion on the 
matter. No other declarations. 

194.  a. Proposal to adopt Full Council minutes of meeting held on 20th May 2021. Subject to 
the following amendment: Delete Item 185 para 4 “Despite some disagreement to this it was 
accepted that a policy needs to be introduced” Proposed Cllr Goodman, seconded Cllr 
Fletcher – Resolved 

195. Matters arising. 

a. Internet Banking, Clerk in hand on-going.  

b. E mail addresses for Councillors. Clerk has issued details to all Councillors, but questions 
remain on access through Outlook. Clerk to discuss further. 

c. Update on a School Travel Plan – Cllr Offiler has been informed that the school has sent 
information to Wiltshire Council who is writing the plan. Cllr Offiler Meetings with WC would 
take place in due course. 
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d. Write/contact Cereal partners re HGV traffic through village – No further action as reply 
received and circulated. Council noted that a good positive response was received. 

e. Investigate other Councils Equalities and Diversity Policy – Being actioned under general 
review of policies. 

f. Tarmac surface and kerb levels at junction of the Midlands. Action Complete, 2 Bollards to 
be located to prevent parking on pavement. Cllr Fletcher reported that he had received 
comments regarding visibility for vehicle drivers being reduced by the parking outside the 
village shop when entering the Street from the Midlands junction. All parking etc had been 
designed and approved by WC but Cllr Siddall advised that the matter would be reviewed 
once the bollards were in place. 

g. Article for magazine regarding supply of benches – Action Complete 

h. Write to residents who unsuccessfully bid for metal bench – Action Complete. 

i. Include weed killing in Ground Corner and alongside church for Parish Steward – Clerk to 
add to Parish Steward worksheet for July. 

 

196. To hear report from the Planning Committee 

a. Planning applications: 

PL2021/05711– Tree Works, 5 Chestnut Corner – No Objection 
 
PL/2021/05112 – Rear extension 290A Bradley Lane – No Comment 
 
21/01520/FUL - The Heaven Scent application is still under consideration. 
21/02068/FUL – 89 The Street, Solar Panels application is still under consideration. 
21/02601/LBC – Holt Farm, Solar Panels application is still under consideration. 
 
Enforcement have advised that the works on 370A The Street – Felling of tree, demolish a 
wall and create parking in a conservation area has been approved by WC. However, it was 
accepted that the felling of the tree was illegal but enforcement have decided to take no 
action. Council will ask WC to justify decision and seek assistance from Cllr Carbin. Cllr 
Siddall to action. 
 
21/11198/FUL Joint access for 148/149 The Common has been refused, Clerk to ask 
enforcement what action will now be taken. 
 
Cllr Siddall also reported he had received correspondence concerning the proposed 
development of affordable housing in Station Road. There is some discrepancy concerning 
the number of properties to be built and the number originally proposed based on the need. 
Cllr Siddall to draft a letter to WC, Cllr Carbin, and the developer (Stonewater) asking for 
justification of proposed changes. 
 
 
197. To hear report from the Village Facilities Advisory Group 

a. Cllr Mizen proposed to commit £450 to build a concrete base for the metal bench to be 
located under the beech trees by the glove factory. Seconded Cllr Nicholson, Resolved 
 

b. Following receipt of correspondence Council considered a request to plant additional trees 
but as the majority of land on which the trees might be planted is owned by WC permission 
would be required. It was agreed no action would be taken at this time. 
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c. The recreation field will be hired to Staverton United on Saturday 26th June for £40. Future 

use for league matches will not be possible due to lack of shower facilities which are a pre- 

requisite for adult football as determined by the Football Association. 

d. The verge alongside the playing field has been cut at a cost of £55. 

e. The Facilities group will meet shortly to consider a 4-yearly programme of 

works/improvements and replacements. 

f. Some Councillors considered the cutting of Ham Green was below standard and Cllr 

Mizen will raise the issue with the contractor. The area surrounding the Pavilion also needs 

cutting, 

 198. To hear report from the Highways Advisory Group 

a. Cllr Game reported that further consultations are required with WC regarding the 
substantive scheme for the junction at the eastern end of the Midlands and that a 
consultation with affected residents also needs to be arranged. 

.199. To hear report from the Finance Advisory Group 

a. Payment of Account/Invoices 

The following payments were approved/resolved following a proposal by Cllr Goodman 
seconded Cllr Nicholson. Resolved 
 
Clerks Wages and monthly expenses £360.28 
HMRC tax on Clerks Wages   £85.20 
P J Eyres Grass Cutting   £380.00 
The Old Ham Tree, Luncheons  £268.00 
Defib Store – Replacement Battery   £264.00 
R Prior – Caretaking    £329.71     
    
Invoices approved by E Mail or below £100 and paid prior to the meeting: 
 
Water 2 Business – Water Supply  £243.30 
WALC – Training Course – Cllr Fletcher £36.00 
 
b. Cllr Goodman explained the background to outstanding PAYE owed to HMRC dating back 
to the introduction of PAYE Basic Tools software and due to administrative processes, the 
Parish Council as employer are liable for payment. Proposed by Cllr Nicholson seconded 
Cllr Fletcher Resolved. Clerk to arrange. 
 
 
200. Village Inspection Report/Parish Steward Tasking 

July- Cllr Steve Siddall, August – Cllr Game, September - Cllr Goodman, October – Cllr 

Hendon, November – Cllr Mizen, December – Cllr Fletcher 

Parish Steward to be asked to undertake further weed killing in Ground Corner and from 

high pavement and alongside church wall. Action Clerk 

201. Communications/Social-Media – Cllr Offiler briefed Council on the meeting with Cllr 
Siddall after which it was agreed that the development and trial of a new Facebook page 
“holtparishcouncil” would take place. No public comment would be the default unless it was 
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considered necessary and/or appropriate. Cllrs Offiler and Siddall would conduct the trial 
and report back in October with firm proposals for way ahead. 

 

202.. Policies and Grants 

a. An amended Grants Policy, incorporated as para 14.1 in the Finance regulations 

circulated prior to the meeting was proposed by Cllr Goodman and seconded Cllr Nicholson 

– Resolved. Finance regulations will be updated, posted on the website – Clerk to action. 

b. The Bullying and Harassment Policy, Disciplinary and Grievance Policy and Complaints 
Policy alongside those identified by the Clerk and titles circulated will be reviewed by Cllrs 
Nicholson and Fletcher 
 

203. Correspondence 

a. The Best Kept Village competition in 2022 would be publicised more widely. 
 
 
204. Police Crime Report 
 
The following is reported to have occurred in the village: 
 
a. 09/05 - Ham Green male arrested for possession of cannabis and driving under the 
influence of it. 
 
b.28/05- Damage caused to a parked digger in the Midlands, smashed window believed to 
be caused by a brick. 
 
c.19/04- Damage to recreational ground, Perspex window of shelter smashed, and attempts 
made to set a fire within. 
 
205. Items of report for future Agenda  

None 
 
Meeting Closed at 2145 hours, Date of Next Meeting Thursday July 15th 2021at 7.30pm 
at the Village Hall. 
 
 


