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Minutes of the Holt Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 3rd December 2020 by 
Video Conference at 7.30pm.  
 
Attendees: Cllr Game (Chair), Cllr Goodman, Cllr Hendon, Cllr Siddall, Cllr 
Nicholson, Cllr Mizen, Cllr Offiler, Parish Clerk Baker. 
 
In Attendance: Cllr T Carbin plus 1 member of the public.  
 
93. Apologies – None  
 
94. Open Meeting  
 
Cllr Carbin circulated the following details to the attendees prior to the meeting: 

Holt Pre-school. 

I have discussed with Main points from discussions with Gary Binstead, Head of 
Commissioning for Families & Children. 

“WC have inspected the building and will do the works to make it watertight next 
month.  There will be a cost to the pre-school for internal works. Under the terms of 
the lease WC is responsible for the outside of the building and the pre-school for the 
inside.  The lease expires in 2023 and could be renewed.  The main structure of the 
building is OK.  WC has no obligation to help providers, only to make sure there is 
enough provision overall.  There is no capital available for new build.  Repair costs 
are not so great as to make repair unviable.” 

Council asked if it was possible to “flex”/transfer funds arising from the Tannery 
Development from the Primary School to Pre School. Cllr Carbin confirmed it was 
not. Cllr Carbin was asked to advise in due course what might be the next course of 
action to support the Pre School in the pursuance of improving facilities. 

 Local Plan Review. 

The Wiltshire Council (WC) Cabinet has approved this for consultation sometime in 
the new year.  For Holt, the housing requirement for 2016 – 2036 is 65, with 47 
already accounted for.  There are small additional housing allocations for Bradford, 
whilst Melksham gets about 2,500 additional.  For Trowbridge, the new allocations 
are north of Hilperton (2,000 plus secondary school) and Staverton (500).  The 
Staverton one comes up to the Holt parish boundary at the river.  No road 
improvements are included in this area. 

 B3106. 

Strategic Planning Committee have approved an application for housing in 
Hilperton.  Within the S106 requirements is a contribution to making the B3106 one-
way northbound except for buses and cycles.  This may not happen for some time as 
other contributions may be needed and would have to go through normal 
consultation. 
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(Section 106 (S106) Agreements are legal agreements between Local Authorities and developers; 
these are linked to planning permissions and can also be known as planning obligations.) 

Council asked if the Holt – Staverton Cycle Track proposals could be included under 
S106 options, Cllr Carbin confirmed it could, but progress is likely to be slow owing 
to other planning considerations. 

 Flood Working Group. 

Cllr Carbin has asked to be included in the next meeting. 

95. Declarations and Dispensations. None 

96. Proposal to adopt minutes of meeting held on 12th November 2020. 

Proposed by Cllr Nicholson, seconded Cllr Mizen, agreed unanimously 

97. Matters arising from meetings on 22nd October and 12th November 

a. Internal Banking, Clerk in hand but ongoing 

b. Following the letter of formal complaint, the Environment Agency had written to the 
farmers concerned and advised them of their responsibilities and the situation will be 
monitored into Spring next year when it is expected that cattle will return to the fields. 
Current Action Complete. 

c. New Posts have now been fitted to the Multi Use units in the play area. Action 
Complete 

d. Work on fitting the replacement doors still outstanding but work expected to be 
complete before Christmas Cllr Siddall 

e. Split bags and sand now removed from outside the flood kit locker Action Complete 

f. Invoice to Trowbridge Town FC Under 13 Complete 

g. Payment of outstanding monies to HMRC Still awaiting details 

h. Holt-Staverton Cycle Scheme was not included in the further funding approvals. No 
further action possible currently. 

i. Cost and re design of signs at Dawes Pond (Safety sign and By-laws). Proposal and 
costs to be obtained and circulated to Councillors. Cllr Mizen/VFAG 

j. Investigation with village hall re new notice board(s). Cllr Mizen circulated some 
suggestions re new boards prior to the meeting. There was consensus that a 
maximum of 2 lockable, oak, glazed boards would be appropriate for a conservation 
area and discussions would take place with village hall committee. Proposals would 
be brought to the January meeting. Cllr Mizen/VFAG 

k. Following an exchange of correspondence with “Help in Holt” volunteers, no further 
action is required at this time (having approved an increase of financial help at the 
November meeting) No further action 
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l. Action is deferred until February 21 to take forward action regarding replacement 
matting for the play area. February 21 Agenda item 

m. After discussion it was agreed that the preferred area for siting of benches was in 
Little Parks and close to the children’s Play area/Orchard. Further agreement was 
reached for a donation to the Council who would subsequently purchase to benefit 
from any VAT refund and further in order that ownership is assumed and covered by 
Council insurance. A costed proposal would be brought to the January meeting for 
laying of concrete bases and any maintenance costs over and above “caretaking”. Cllr 
Mizen/VFAG 

n. The Clerk has provided a letter of support to Holt Pre School as agreed at the 
meeting on 12th November. No further action 

98. Planning Committee Report 

a. To consider application 20/09283/FUL Seven Acres Melksham Road Holt Wiltshire 
BA14 6QU. Use of Barn and associated land with the retention of lean-to covered 
storage area and mobile home for education and training purposes (retrospective). 

The Planning Committee recommends Object re urbanisation and size of barn relevant 
to the holding.  

Council has previously objected to this structure and its use and there have been 
various enforcement actions taken. 

During discussions, some reservations were expressed as use to which the buildings 
are being put is of value, but we should object as nothing has changed from previous 
occasions. Furthermore, WC deemed that the buildings should not be let on a 
commercial basis. Cllr Game seconded the proposal and carried unanimously. 

b. Highway works for the Midlands junction including the shelter are planned for early 
January to March at Stonewood expense (Cllr Carbin has, subsequently to the 
meeting, forwarded the TRO) and Cllr Siddall will contact Stonewood Project Manager 
to discuss the works, including the waiting area outside the Village shop. Cllr Siddall 

c. Further planning applications considered since the last meeting: 

20/09522/FUL Mr and Mrs Goodman, Stratford House, 327 Station Road, Demolition 

of conservatory and erection of single storey side extension – No Comment 

20/09851/FUL Michael Adams, 158 The Common Side extension and replacement 
single storey rear extension – No Comment 

The Firlawn Development has been approved with conditions that Hedgerows and 
trees are to be protected, a condition that Council asked to be placed on the 
application. 

Prices on Tannery housing has been issued, 4 bedrooms at £710,000 and 2 
bedrooms at £330,000 

Details of the Housing Survey has been put on Spotted on several occasions to keep 
the post current. 

It was noted that parking on the developed area at 149 The Common has continued, 
despite the belief that this should not be the case. Clerk to write to enforcement 
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99. To hear report from the Village Facilities Advisory Group 

a. Update on tree planting proposals 

In discussion it was suggested that the species Hornbeam might be appropriate for 
Ham green with smaller trees elsewhere in the village including Little Parks. Cllr Carbin 
to approach WC regarding planting on their land. It was agreed that firm proposals 
would be brought to Committee in January covering planting locations, type, and cost 
of trees Action Cllr Mizen/VFAG 

b. Update on Land for Allotments 

No progress on this. No further action currently 

c. Holt Manor – Posts 

The way ahead is unclear. This is a long-standing issue revolving around ownership 
of land on which posts are sited. Currently it is understood that there are new owners 
to Holt Manor, the surrounding fields are owned by others, the grass leading to the 
Manor is not owned by Holt Manor but status of land is believed to be “highway”. 

To begin to understand “who owns what” and subsequently ascertain who needs to 
either remove or attend to the “rotting” posts on the grass leading to the Manor, Cllrs 
Nicholson and Mizen would take action with a view to arranging a socially distance 
meeting with interested parties at the end of January. 

100. To hear report from the Highways Advisory Group 

a. Update on discussions with WC Highways concerning Midlands Junction Proposals. 

Cllr Game had e mailed Dave Thomas at WC yet no reply and advised that the next 
meeting of CATG is scheduled for 21 December, but he is unable to attend. 
Councillors to advise Cllr Game who can attend 

b. Traffic Issues in Station Road. The Clerk has written to the owner of “Heaven Scent” 
and Cllrs Siddall and Goodman have held a meeting with the owner. A traffic survey 
has been conducted and the owner will provide Council with a copy. Furthermore, it 
appears that the heavy lorries some 4-6 weeks ago were delivering materials for work 
on the railway and needed access via Station Road. The owner stated that he has 1 
articulated vehicle each month but used Broughton Transport to despatch items. Cllrs 
agreed that No further action can be taken but situation to be monitored by HAG  

101. To hear report from Finance Advisory Group 

a. Payment of Account/Invoices. Proposed by Cllr Nicholson and seconded Cllr 
Goodman, agreed unanimously the following to be paid: 

 
Clerk September and expenses    £333.57 
HMRC September Tax     £78.20 
Purchase of Arnold Baker LCA 12th Edition  £119.99 
Clerk Stationery Expenses     £46.37 
Clerk refund of December Zoom    £28.78 
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The Clerk confirmed that the monthly cost of Zoom is correct, it would be cheaper if 
only one host, but Council decided they want a co-host option. Cost is still less than 
the monthly hire of the Village Hall 
 
b. Precept 21/22. The Clerk confirmed that details have been forwarded to WC and 
receipt has been acknowledged. 
 
102. Village Inspection Report/Parish Steward Tasking 
 
December – Cllr Siddall, January – Cllr Game, February – Cllr Goodman, March – 
Cllr Hendon, April – Cllr Mizen. 
 
Cllr Siddall asked for clearance of Brambles in the Midlands to be added to the 
parish Steward task list. 
 
The Clerk also reminded Council of the need to allocate tasks identified as Council 
responsibility in the monthly inspection reports. 
 
103. Website 
 
a. The following Website Accessibility Statement was agreed by e mail prior to the 
meeting and published on the website. 
 

Holt Parish Council together with their web provider has added accessibility 
tools to ensure that their website is perceivable, operable, understandable, 
and robust in line with regulation 6 of the Government Accessibility 
requirements.  
Under regulation 7 disproportionate burden it was unanimously agreed not to 
spend approx. £800 p.a at this time on screen reading functionality on the 
grounds that we have been advised most people who need this tool would 
have installed as standard.  
As more tools become available the above will be reviewed.  
The Accessibility statement is available on our website 
http://holtparishcouncil.gov.uk/  

 
104. Correspondence 
 
The Clerk reported receipt of details from the company ElanCity detailing Information 
displays including speed indicators and it was agreed to forward it to Cllr Game as 
Chair of Highways Advisory Group. 
 
105. Police Crime Report 
 
Unfortunately, PCSO Laura Wallace could not join the meeting on Zoom owing to 
restrictions on use of platform for Police Personnel. Clerk to consult separately 
 
106. Items of report for future Agenda 
 
a. Highways to look at Parking Options within village  

http://holtparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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b. Cllr Nicholson asked Council to consider moving the December meeting to later in 
the month to provide longer period from November Precept Meeting. There is such a 
long period between the early December and late January meetings and whether 
there can be any other items on the Agenda at the precept meeting 
 
Meeting closed at 2105 hours, Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 28th January at 
7.30pm by Zoom Video Conferencing.  

 


