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Minutes of the Holt Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 22nd October 2020 by 

Video Conference at 7.30pm. 

 

Attendees: Cllr Game (Chair), Cllr Goodman, Cllr Hendon, Cllr Siddall, Cllr 

Nicholson, Cllr Mizen Parish Clerk Baker.  
 

In Attendance: Cllr T Carbin 

61. Apologies – Cllr Doran. 

62. Open Meeting  

a. Due to a change in circumstances there was no requirement for the Bowls Club 
representative to attend this meeting and the Clerk had written to him advising that the 
matter in question would be added to the February 2021 agenda when attendance is 
requested. 
 
b. 9 residents had asked to attend this meeting but only 6 attended. Before inviting 
those present to make their statements, Cllr Game read a statement, a copy of which 
is attached at Annex A. 2 main issues were raised, firstly the Parish Council intention 
to plant a semi matured tree on Ham Green costing up to £7000 and funded from 
public donations and Council reserves. The second issue was the condition of 
footpaths and pavements. 
 
It was stated that the Council had made a bewildering choice regarding the tree for 
Ham Green and that they had undertaken an unjustifiable distortion and manipulation 
of the figures received from the public consultation. Some reports (but not referenced) 
suggest that further replanting would be an environmental disaster. The public debate 
on Spotted in Holt had resulted in over 250 comments with an overwhelming majority 
asking Council to reconsider their decision. “Respect the vote let the Green be a 
Green” said one attendee. Another attendee added “Don’t like trees on the Green”. 
There was some understanding of how the decision was reached but it was not agreed 
with as there were other options that could be considered including planting small trees 
at other locations in the village. There were also suggestions that the money, £7000 
could be spent on other projects including traffic calming. A wider view suggested that 
spending such an amount in the current climate of Covid and effects on people’s lives 
was indulgent. 
 
The Council categorically absolutely disputed that there had been any distortion or 
manipulation of the figures and the logic of the decision was that the majority had voted 
for a tree and of those the majority had voted for a semi matured tree. However, with 
the strength of feeling expressed both in Spotted in Holt and this meeting it was 
considered necessary for Council to discuss and determine “what happens next” and 
would be discussed at item 69 on the agenda. 
 
In response to the other matter concerning footpaths, and, particularly outside the 
Tollgate Public House. Cllr Game stated that Council were, “absolutely aware” of this, 
and had undertaken a full footpath survey in April 2019 and sent the results to Wiltshire 
Council who had been reminded a number of times. The footpath in Leigh Road was 
now on WC list to be repaired but timescales were unknown. Cllr Carbin was asked 
to follow up this subject. 
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63. Declarations of Interest and Dispensation 

None 
 
64. Proposal to adopt minutes of meetings held on 24th September 2020 

Proposed by Cllr Nicholson, seconded Cllr Hendon and carried unanimously by those 
who attended the meeting. Cllr Mizen abstained as a non-attendee.  

65. Matters arising 

a. Internet Banking, Clerk in hand on-going but unlikely to be resolved during current 
lockdown restrictions 

b. Approach Environment Agency (EA) again re cattle in the stream. No response 
received from EA. Cllr Hendon will pursue and investigate whether any grants 
(farming) are being claimed by the farmer in question are dependant adhering to 
non-polluting requirement'. Cllr Hendon. 

c. Fitting of replacement door at the pavilion – Minor adjustments required and 
awaiting keys Cllr Siddall 

d. Investigate speeding limit intervention in the Midlands. To be raised at CATG 21st 
December. Highways Advisory Group 

e. Payment of outstanding monies to HMRC, still awaiting details 

f. Waste Bins collection in the Gravel – Complete 

g. Midlands Junction Works – This will go back to CATG 21st December.  In the 
meantime, it would be useful to get more detail on the plans. Highways advisory 
group to provide 

h. Holt/Staverton Cycle Scheme -awaiting response from WC. 

i. Feedback from Area Board meeting 22nd October.  An announcement was made 
about the Holt housing needs survey.  The film from Holt Youth Club on the Tollgate 
field was shown.  The Bradford on Avon Youth project leaders were advised to give 
more information on any activity they may be doing in the villages. Complete 

j. Complaints re Tannery Development – Council has met with the Contractors who 
had undertaken to investigate and ensure action., Complete 

k. Inspection of Pavilion post usage – Will not be undertaken, however, to ensure 
users undertake all the necessary cleaning tasks it was agreed that Cllr Mizen would 
produce a checklist.  

l. Add Pavilion usage to Risk Register – Complete 

m. Meeting with Stonewood re Tannery development/S278 – Meeting took place but 
action ongoing and engaging daily.  – Cllrs Siddall and Goodman 

n. 6 monthly finance report issued to Councillors – Complete.  
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o. Write to Highways concerning flooding issues – Complete. Clerk has since written 
to the resident who has been particularly affected by this issue 

66. Election of Officers – Proposal to elect Vice Chair 

Cllr Game proposed Cllr Goodman and seconded Cllr Mizen, there were no other 
nominees and Cllr Goodman was elected unanimously 

 

67. To hear report from the Planning Committee 

 
a. Cllr Siddall provided details of the following applications that had been considered 
by the Committee. 

20/08093/TCA, Mr Chequer, 376 The Street, Tree Works, No Objection 

b. PLANNING APPEAL NOTIFICATION – 20/03845/FUL – The Barn Beckerley 
Farm, Holt Trowbridge. It was agreed that no further comments were necessary 
having objected earlier 

c. Cllr Siddall also reported that an application for the Development of Firlawn had 
been submitted and perhaps we should consider whether receipt of monies under 
S106 agreements may apply, this could be discussed at the forthcoming Precept 
meeting 

d. Cllr Siddall also reported on the enforcement question concerning the erection of 
fencing at 2 addresses in the village. These have been deemed permissible 
developments by Wiltshire Council Enforcement. 

 

68. To hear report from the Village Facilities Advisory Group 

 
a. A proposal by Cllr Mizen to employ a temporary caretaker for 2 – 3 months on 

a self-employed basis to cover a temporary absence at £15 per hour and 

seconded by Cllr Hendon was agreed unanimously. Clerk to write to the 

individual concerned. 

b. Cost and redesign of sign at Dawes Pond (By laws) ongoing – VFAG 

c. Investigation with village hall re a new notice board ongoing – VFAG 

d. Help in Holt post Covid 19 ongoing – Cllr Goodman 

e. Investigation re costings to replace matting round the play equipment. No exact 

figures are available but a guestimate for panning purposes is put at £1500. 

Review at Nov meeting 

f. The obstruction on Footpath 72 has since be removed 

g. The scarecrow trail raised over £1000 and it is the organisers wish to have 

some benches located in the village and have asked the Council for support 

and guidance as to where they may be located. This needs to be an agenda 

item at a later meeting. 

 

69. Update on agreed actions for tree on Ham Green 
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Following the representations from residents it was agreed that there needs a period 

to reflect and consider other proposals. Currently the proposal to plant a semi matured 

tree remains extant and should this to be rescinded then there needs to be a written 

request from 3 councillors. It was accepted that this would happen in the coming days. 

In addition, Cllr Game would produce a letter to residents for publishing on both the 

Council website and Spotted in Holt. 

 

It was agreed that a compromise needs to be found and the suggestion of planting 

young trees around the village merits consideration and further investigation into costs 

and location 

 

70. To hear report from the Highways Advisory Group 

Nothing further to add to what has already been reported. 

 

71. To hear report from the Finance Advisory Group 

 a. Payment of Account/Invoices. Proposed by Cllr Game and seconded Cllr 
Goodman, agreed unanimously the following to be paid: 

 
Clerk September and expenses    £333.87 
HMRC September Tax     £78.40 
PJ Eyres, Grass cutting Sept/Oct    £380.00 
PKF Littlejohn – External audit fees   £240.00 
Clerk refund of October Zoom    £28.78 
 
b. The Holt School Business Plan has been circulated to Councillors, but it was agreed 
that its not really Parish Council responsibility. However, to be discussed further at 
next meeting. It is understood that the school may benefit from Section 106 money 
 
72. Village Inspection Report/Parish Steward Tasking 
 
 October Cllr Doran, November – Cllr Nicholson, December – Cllr Siddall 
 
Following the October inspection, Cllr Siddall will follow up ownership/responsibility 
issues concerning the gate at the end of the lane between the school grounds and 
Crandon Lea 
 
73. Website 

a. Website Accessibility Regulations – in hand – Cllr Nicholson 

74. Social Media 

 Update on Digital Communications Policy – Cllr Siddall had circulated a policy 
statement prior to the meeting which covered what is currently in force and proposed 
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that this be adopted as policy. Seconded by Cllr Nicholson and agreed unanimously. 
Details to be published on the website. 

75. Succession Planning 

Deferred until a later meeting. 
 
76. Correspondence 
 
a. Remembrance Day – Cllr Game will lay the wreath on behalf of the Parish Council 
 
b. Funds or the Solar Farm are expected to be paid within 24 hours. Post meeting 
note – funds received 
 
c. PCSO Andrew Maclachlan has now moved from the area on transfer to Devizes 
and at the time of writing no replacement has been appointed. Post meeting note – 
The new PCSO is Laura Wallace and I have suggested she attends our meeting 
on 3rd December 
 
d. Discussions are continuing over possible land purchase for allotments or other 
suggested use 
 
e. The Clerk reported that he had received information that he could collect the survey 
questionnaire in early November. The Clerk raised the question of delivery and Cllr 
Mizen advised that the person who delivered the leaflets earlier had returned to 
University, but his friend may do it.  
 
77. Police Crime Report 
 

None to report 

78. Items of report for future Agenda 

a. Item 68(g) 

b. Item 71(b) 

Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 12th November at 7.30pm by Zoom Video 
Conferencing.  
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Annex to October 22nd Minutes – Letter to Residents 
 
There have been some comments about Holt Parish Council on social media recently, which 
I feel are unfair to the Councillors who, like many people in Holt, give up their own time to 
make our village a better place to live. While Wiltshire Council and other authorities provide 
most of our principal services, we seek to influence them for the benefit of the village and 
frustrations over these matters such as planning decisions that go against the Holt 
Neighbourhood Plan, pollution or footpath obstructions unchecked or pavements in a state of 
disrepair, are keenly felt by Councillors but we do our best for the benefit of residents given 
our very limited powers.  
 
We do however have a direct responsibility over some village facilities and amenities, such 
as the recreation ground, pavilions and greens and work hard to make them a positive 
influence on village life, which brings me onto the Ham Green horse chestnut trees.  In June 
2019, it was reported that the trees had become diseased and the recommendation from a 
number of experts was that they be removed.  So, we communicated with the village by 
leaflet drop and held a public meeting.  At the time, the majority of voices we heard were 
dismay and opposition given the general benefit felt visually and environmentally.  However, 
in July 2019 we took a difficult and majority decision to remove them with a commitment to 
replant, with the choice of tree is limited to 2 or 3 species and planting in Autumn 2020 
considered the optimum timing. From estimates received the cost is estimated to vary from 
£2674 to £6511. The size of the tree varies between 6 – 8 metres. Maintenance includes 
establishing a metered water supply which Wessex Water would undertake free of charge. A 
number of residents offered to contribute towards the cost of buying new trees.  
 
With the trees removed for a period of time, it was reported by a number of councillors that 
village opinion may have shifted and that the new open space was considered preferable to 
replanting, so in March 2020 we again communicated with the village and asked them to 
state whether they would prefer no tree, a young tree or a semi-mature tree.  Of the approx. 
750 leaflets dropped we have 193 returns, of which 55 voted in favour of a young tree 57 
voted in favour of a semi-mature tree 81 voted for no tree.  So, what to do, particularly given 
that the cost of a tree increases exponentially with size?  After much informal discussion 
online, at the last meeting the majority of councillors were of the view that 112 respondents 
wanted a tree and 81 wanted no tree, so we ought to plant a tree.  Given that the majority of 
those respondents that wanted a tree, voted for a semi-mature tree, that is what we went for, 
with the total cost of planting and initial maintenance being up to a maximum of £7,000, 
though of course we would seek the most cost-effective solution.  So please be assured that 
the logic we followed was, as the majority saw it, simply carrying out the wishes of the village 
as we try to do on all matters. 
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