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Minutes of the Holt Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 24th September 2020 

by Video Conference at 7.30pm. 

 

Attendees: Cllr Game (Chair), Cllr Goodman, Cllr Hendon, Cllr Siddall, Cllr 

Nicholson Parish Clerk Baker.  
 

In Attendance: Cllr T Carbin 

46. Apologies – Cllr Mizen, Cllr Doran. 

47. Open Meeting  

a. There was no attendance by a Bowls Club representative. It was agreed that the 
Clerk should write to the intended attendee. Post Meeting Note: an apology for non- 
attendance has been received and intention is to attend the October meeting. 
 
b. A short presentation by Principal Planner Rebecca Randall of WYG Environment 
Planning Transport Limited and Charlotte Brace of Stonewater was given regarding 
their involvement in the Housing Survey to be held from 9th November - 14th December. 
The current plan is to provide a low level of detail and offer some assistance to 
residents in completing the questionnaire, to provide a meeting by Zoom or Teams for 
residents to ask questions and/or obtain further information. In addition, they would 
prepare an information leaflet to be delivered at the same time as the questionnaires. 
After a brief discussion, the Council supported this initiative. Cllr Siddall would be the 
point of contact for WYG/Stonewater and some information will be placed in the Holt 
Magazine in both the October and November editions. It was further agreed that some 
emphasis should directed towards explaining that the development is not a fait 
accompli. As with previous developments of affordable housing then any potential 
resident must be on the housing list. 
 
c. Cllr Carbin advised the following: 
 

1. The Holt/Staverton Cycle Scheme failed to get funding following the recent 
allocation, but Wiltshire Council are reviewing the non-funded schemes and will 
advise intentions in due course. Cllr Carbin will follow up 

 
2. No information has been received concerning the Midlands Junction works. Cllr 

Carbin to follow up 
 

3. Work to improve the footpaths/pavements are listed to be undertaken and the 
works in Leigh Road are listed as item 14. The following has been received 
from Wiltshire Highways 

 
“The footway priorities are being put forward by the area highway engineers and 
are worked on in an order of condition, for the central area I believe that this site is 
ranked as number 14 for this financial year and is currently under assessment” 

 

4. The next meeting of the Area Board is October 22nd at 1600 hours. 
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48. Declarations of Interest and Dispensation 

Cllr Hendon declared an interest when raising an issue over waste bin collections in 
The Gravel.  
 
49. Proposal to adopt minutes of meetings held on 23rd July 2020 

Proposed by Cllr Hendon, seconded Cllr Goodman and carried unanimously by those 
who attended the meeting. Cllr Nicholson abstained as a non-attendee. 

50. Matters arising 

a. Internet Banking, Clerk in hand on-going but unlikely to be resolved during current 
lockdown restrictions 

b. Approach Environment Agency (EA) again re cattle in the stream. Cllr Hendon will 
conduct a “site” visit, Cllr Siddall will provide further photos and EA will be hastened 
again Cllr Hendon 

c. To confirm position on fitting of posts to Multi Use units in the play area Complete  

d. Digital Communications Policy to be re circulated Complete 

e. Fitting of replacement door at the pavilion – Minor adjustments required and 
awaiting keys Cllr Siddall 

f. Caretake to remove split bags and sand from outside flood kit locker, Complete 

g. Invoice to Trowbridge Town FC Under 13 – Complete and monies received 

h. Investigate speeding limit intervention in the Midlands. To be raised at CATG 22nd 
October 

i. Payment of outstanding monies to HMRC, still awaiting details 

51. To hear report from the Planning Committee 

a. To consider the following applications and make recommendations as appropriate: 

 

20/07474/PNCOU Ingleside Station Road Determination if prior approval is  
required for a proposed Change of Use of an Agricultural Building to a  
Dwelling house (Class C3), and for building operations reasonably  
necessary for the conversion.   
 
The Planning Committee recommend the we object to this application as it 
contravenes policy H3.1b of the made Holt Neighbourhood Plan. There is little 
choice in this matter as we must remain consistent with other similar applications 
that we have objected to. Proposed Cllr Siddall seconded Cllr Goodman agreed 

unanimously 
 

20/07149/FUL The Coach House 386a Ham Green Extensions and alterations to 
provide three meeting rooms, an office, better toilet accommodation, an improved 
kitchen and full loft access.  
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The Planning Committee recommend that we object to this application on the 
grounds that by adding the equivalent size of the average new house to this 
building will, by its bulk, cause harm to the Conservation Area. The additional space 
proposed will greatly increase the capacity of the building with no parking provision 
in an area that is frequently congested. Proposed Cllr Siddall seconded Cllr Hendon 
and agreed by 3 votes to 2. 
 

b. Cllr Siddall provided details of the following applications that had been considered 
by the Committee. 

20/05842/TCA, Mr Bennett, 390 Gaston, Tree Works, No Objection 

20/05843/TCA, M Moyes The Old Manse, Tree Works, No Objection 

20/04837/FUL, Mr L Sheppard 149 The Common, Front Garden Works, Object 

20/06232/VAR Old Tannery, The Midlands Variation to Planning Permission No 

Comment 

20/00158/VAR Mr and Mrs Mason 3 Broughton Road, Removal of agricultural tie - 

Object 

20/06939/TPO Mark Tripp 2 Chestnut Corner, Tree Works, Defer to tree Officer 

20/07367/FUL Mr and Mrs Hind 294 Bradley Lane, Build Porch to Front Door, No 

Comment 

c. Cllr Siddall also reported complaints regarding the height of fences erected in 

Leigh Road and at the eastern end of the Midlands where some have been 

approved and others had not. It was agreed that Planning enforcement should be 

consulted. 

d. The proposed Public Artwork for the Tannery was discussed as it had been 

forwarded by WC Planning out of courtesy. The design would not be to everyone’s 

choice and if Council has strong objections it should say so. The general view was 

that the colours used could be toned down. Post meeting note: Cllr Siddall has 

proposed the following reply to Wiltshire Council 

“We have some concern about the proposed tower at the entrance to the 

development.  There are wide variations of opinion on art and this proposal is no 

exception.  Some hold very strong views that the proposed tower is too large 

considering its proximity to the conservation area and listed buildings.  There is 

particular concern that the proposed yellow colour of the drum on the tower shown 

in the concept document exacerbates this problem.  If this construction is to go 

ahead, we suggest some toning down”. 

e. It was also reported that some complaints had been received regarding the 

Tannery development and the failure to clean the roads and for the construction 

vehicles to follow the traffic plan. Clerk to write to Stonewood contact 

f. At the recent WALPA meeting it was reported that local MP’s have not been 

helpful, and WC response has been mostly negative. A proposal at the recent 

meeting was to raise the issue at the forthcoming WC cabinet/Full meeting on 13 
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October, either in person or online. Cllr Siddall suggested that this meeting might 

be a good opportunity to raise the matter of non-payment of CIL at the Tannery 

Development. No decision was made as to who might raise the issue. 

 

52. To hear report from the Village Facilities Advisory Group 

 
a. A proposal to plant a young tree at a maximum cost of £1000 to be funded from 

“reserves” was discussed with reference to the consultation exercise. It was 

noted that: 

55 voted in favour of a young tree 

57 voted in favour of a mature tree 

81 voted for no tree. 

 

As a result of the majority of respondents preferring to have a tree (rather than not 
have a tree) a counter proposal was put forward, 

 

 

Proposal to purchase a semi mature tree up to a value of £7000 to be funded 

from a combination of reserves and public funding. Proposed by Cllr Nicholson 

and seconded by Cllr Hendon and carried by 4 votes to 1.  

 

Cllr Siddall asked that the following be recorded: 

 

“I am voting against this proposal as it is perverse and counter to the result 

of the village survey which had three clear options with one clear winner 

which was “Leave it open”. 

 

b. Cllr Goodman gave an update on a possible purchase of land for Allotments. 

He is in initial conversations with the landowner which will continue as no 

mention of cost has yet been made. It is noted that should a purchase be 

possible then there is some considerable work required to level the site and 

prepare the ground. Council will be kept informed as discussions ensue. 

c. A proposal by Cllr Nicholson to approve repairs to the Multi use Climbing Frame 

at a cost of £323 was seconded by Cllr Siddall and carried unanimously. 

d. It was reported that all Covid 19 conditions had been put in place for re-opening 

the Pavilion but a question remains as to who will monitor/inspect the premises 

in between users to ensure cleaning has been undertaken as required. Action 

FAGNAC 

e. The Clerk will add the Pavilion to the Risk register Action Clerk 

f. Footpaths Holt 7 & 8 crossing the field behind the Midlands Industrial 

Estate. Cllr  Nicholson reported the following: 

The field has been ploughed and re-seeded as the grass quality had become 

very poor, it would be greatly appreciated if walkers could use the perimeter of 
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the field until the grass has had a chance to establish. A gentle reminder to 

dog owners to pick up and take home dog faeces as these are highly 

dangerous to cows (& children!).The definitive rights of way remain as before 

but would appreciate your co-operation in the short term. The additional 

fencing has been removed to allow more grazing for stock. 

 

53. To hear report from the Highways Advisory Group 

a. At the previous meeting Council discussed the potential establishment of a Holt Bus 

User Group following an indication that Central Funds might be available for small 

Improvements. No volunteers had been forthcoming to take this forward and therefore 

no further action will be taken 

 

b. Cllr Game will raise the matter of the Midlands Junction with Wiltshire Council 

Highways (Dave Thomas). Progress on the s278 for the shop junction was slow and 

Stonewood were being unresponsive.  It was suggested that we were long overdue a 

meeting with Stonewood and therefore a meeting with Stonewood would be 

arranged. Cllr Siddall will take forward Cllr Game/Cllr Siddall 

 

54. To hear report from the Finance Advisory Group 

 a. Payment of Account/Invoices. Proposed by Cllr Goodman and seconded Cllr 
Nicholson, agreed unanimously the following to be paid: 

 
Clerk September, wages arrears and expenses  £372.85 
HMRC September Tax     £88.20 
PJ Eyres, Grass cutting Aug/Sept    £570.00 
A J Gallagher Insurance premium    £1291.51 
Clerk refund of September Zoom    £28.78 
Caretaker        £587.38 
 
The following has already been paid as agreed outside the meeting or less than £100  
 
K Mortimer Hedge Cutting     £340 
Old Ham Tree Lunches May-August   £336 
R Mizen refund of Covid Products    £81.53 
 
b. The clerks national pay award increasing the hourly rate from £10.99 to £11.27, 
noted. 
 
c. A six monthly report is to be issued out to Councillors, action Clerk 
 
55. Village Inspection Report/Parish Steward Tasking 
 
 September – Cllr Mizen, October Cllr Doran 
 
56. Website 
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a. Website Accessibility Regulations – in hand – Cllr Nicholson 

57. Social Media 

 Update on Digital Communications Policy – a formal proposal will be put at the next 
meeting along the lines of that already discussed. Cllr Nicholson/Cllr Siddall 

58. Correspondence 

a. The external auditors had confirmed that the queries raised on the 2019/20 AGAR 
had been resolved 
 
b. Information had been received how to set up a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme but 
after discussion no further action is proposed. 
 
c. Housing Needs Survey covered at Item 47(b) 
 
d. Holt Pre School are looking for funds – No further action 
 
e. Following receipt of e mails regarding flooding risks a meeting will again be 
requested with the Highways Engineer Clerk to e mail Andy Cadwallader. 
 
 
44. Police Crime Report 
 

None to report 

45. Items of report for future Agenda 

a. Succession Planning – Cllr Goodman 

b. Help in Holt post Covid 19 – Item 28(b) June meeting Cllr Goodman 

c. FAGNAC investigating partnership with village hall for a new notice board – Item 

28(a) June Meeting Cllr Mizen 

d. Sign at Dawes Pond (Bylaws), cost and redesign Cllr Mizen 

e. Election of new Vice Chair – Cllr Game 

f. Report from “flyer” – Cllr Mizen 

g. Holt Pre School Business Plan - All 

 

Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 22nd October at 7.30pm by Zoom Video 
Conferencing.  

 


