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Minutes of the Holt Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 24th October 2019 at 

7.30pm in the Holt Village Hall.  

Present:  Cllr Andrew Pearce (Chair), Cllr Richard Goodman, Cllr Bob Mizen, Cllr 

Marsha Nicholson, Cllr Steve Siddall, Cllr Meghan Doran and Mr Neil Baker (Clerk) 

 

In attendance:  Cllr Trevor Carbin.  

68. Apologies:  were accepted from Cllr Hendon, Cllr Game  

  

69.Open Meeting.  

  

Cllr Carbin confirmed that WC would relocate the "dog poo bin" and as it is a 

replacement there is likely no cost to the Parish Council. 

 

Cllr Carbin confirmed that WC were not planning any further work on the cemetery 

gates. It was therefore agreed that the Clerk would purchase a chain to secure the 

gates Clerk to action 

 

70. Election of Chair. Having established that Cllr Game was willing to stand, he 

was proposed by Cllr Mizen and seconded by Cllr Goodman and elected 

unanimously. 

71. Declarations of interests.  

None    

72. Minutes of the meeting held on 26th September 2019.  

With the amendment to paragraph 56(b) to read “Investigations complete” The 

minutes were accepted. Proposed Cllr Goodman, seconded Cllr Mizen and carried 

unanimously by those who attended the meeting. 

73. Matters arising.  

a. Cllr Game made the following representation to Bath Clean Air Zone “Holt Parish 

Council are supportive of the principle of improving the air quality for all.  However, 

we are concerned that the proposals for Bath will simply shift the problem outside 

the City. In particular, the residents of Holt have articulated in our Neighbourhood 

Plan that we should seek to reduce HGV traffic through the village. This is for safety 

and public health reasons given the unsuitability of our relatively narrow road and 

close proximity of many of our houses to the road. We would therefore encourage 

further engagement with Wiltshire Council to ensure fairness across the region.” 

b. Possibility of grants for play equipment to be investigated. Investigations 

complete. See Para 72 above amending minutes of 26th September on the same 

subject. 

c. Bench outside the pavilion to be painted. Action complete awaiting fixing to ground 
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d. The environment Agency to be approached again re cattle in the stream. Clerk 

spoke with Environment Agency who advised that the matter is under investigation 

but no timescale for resolution provided. Cllr Carbin to investigate further, Clerk 

to provide copies of previous e mails (Post meeting note: Actioned by Clerk 29 

October) 

e. Brook Clearance. The PC own the area alongside Dawes Pond down to the bridge 

to the garages. Review action required in January 

f. A process exists for the Flood gates in Staverton lane to be opened and shut 

g. Action on Internet Banking still outstanding Clerk to action 

74. To hear report from the Planning Committee 

Cllr Siddall gave an update on planning applications considered under delegated 

authority since last meeting: 

 

07795/TPO No Objection 

07300/LBC No Comment 

07741/TCA No Objection 

08168/FUL Object 

 

Cllr Siddall gave an update on Tannery Development (notes having been previously 

circulated to councillors) and advised that demolition would now commence on 20 

November. 

 

It has also been established that no CIL is payable on the Tannery Development and 

PC agreed to write to WC to establish why this is the case. Cllr Siddall to draft 

letter (Post meeting note, letter drafted for Clerk to issue) 

 

 

Further meetings would take place between PC and Stonewood (Developers) to 

discuss the project, particularly the construction of the bus shelter. 

 

75. To hear report from the Village Facilities Advisory Group 

a. Re replacement tree(s) for Ham Green the Facilities Group reported the following: 

The choice of tree is limited to 2 or 3 species but planting in Autumn 2020 is now the 

optimum timing. From estimates (copies to be forwarded to the Clerk) received, the 

cost is estimated to vary from £2674 to £6511. The size of the tree varies, between 

6-8 metres. Maintenance includes establishing a metered water supply which 

Wessex water will undertake free of charge. WC confirm it is desirable to replant but 

not mandatory 

Provide proposals on how to raise the funds required. Action FAGNAC 

Provide a draft notice for distribution/notification to residents. Action FAGNAC 
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Action continues and will be reviewed in January.  

b. Cllr Nicholson reported that the footpath survey was complete, and details sent to 

WC. 

c. It was proposed by Cllr Mizen and seconded Cllr Goodman that the metal bench 

currently stored at the Bowls Club be refurbished. Approved unanimously  

d. Proposed by Cllr Mizen, seconded by Cllr Nicholson that a new Union flag be 

purchased at a cost of £109.08 plus VAT. Approved unanimously. 

e. The VFC had decided to look into the possibilities for improving the area of the 
Brook where the 2 large flood relief pipes enter.  Separately, there is an action on 
Cllr Siddall to raise a volunteer party to clear pond weed in November. Cllr Siddall 
to action 

f. Estimates for replacement play equipment have been received (copies to be 

provided to the Clerk). The options are to provide a 2.4m Net Swing or a 2.4m Single 

Bay swings with a 2x Flat Anti-wrap seats. A formal proposal will be brought to a 

further meeting, probably January. 

g. It is confirmed that our current grass cutting contractor will not continue after 

March 2020, action is in hand to identify a replacement contractor. 

h. In the absence of the Caretaker, Cllr Siddall will conduct a visual inspection of the 

Play Equipment. 

76. To hear report from the Highways Advisory Group (HAG) 

a.  Andy Cadwallader (WC Highways) was e mailed on 6 Oct requesting an update 

on improvements plans for Holt footways based on our survey, no response to date 

b. Mini-roundabout/Gateways project – The kerbing, setts and gate works at the 

Tollgate roundabout are currently in the works programme for 6th to 17th 

January.  We are seeking to include the raising of the centre of the mini roundabout 

in surfacing works being undertaken by Major Maintenance (MM) in mid-February as 

these works are being done under a road closure for which MM will cover the costs. 

77. To hear report from the Finance Advisory Group 

a. The following accounts were unanimously agreed for payment, proposed by Cllr 

Mizen, seconded Cllr Goodman. 

 

C N Baker  Clerk wages/Expenses October £324.93 

HMRC  Tax     £76.40 

D Aland  Grass cutting     £480.00 

R Prior  Caretaking    £120.00 

P K F Littlejohn External Audit Fees   £240.00 

 

Total £1241.33 
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Cllr Goodman advised that both he and the Clerk would prepare draft Precept 

proposals. 

 

In previous years a donation had been made to Holt Youth Club once a request has 

been made. To date no request has been made and the matter will be reviewed at 

the December meeting 

 

78. Village Inspection report/Parish Steward Tasking 

 

Cllr Goodman is to undertake the inspection in November and Cllr Hendon in 

December. 

 

The Clerk will include “leaf clearance” in the next Parish Steward tasking list 

 

79. Website 

 

The Finance Advisory Group TOR’s are not yet shown on the website. Cllr 

Goodman to provide. 

 

Our plan to implement The Neighbourhood plan detailed on the website should be 

considered for updating as required.   

 

80. Correspondence 

 

a. It was proposed by Cllr Mizen, seconded Cllr Nicholson and carried 

unanimously to adopt the Holt Parish Council Risk Assessment register as 

presented by the Clerk. 

 

81. Police Crime reports 

 

No reports received. 

 

82. Social Media Policy – Way ahead 

 

Cllrs Nicholson and Doran presented a draft policy entitled Digital Communications 

Policy and amended policy will be presented at the December meeting after 

Councillors have had the opportunity to consider. 

 

83. Standing Orders, Policies and Procedures. 

 

Nothing to report 

 

84. Items of Report for future Agenda 

 

Nothing to report 



30 

 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 14th November 2019 at 

7.30pm at the Village Hall to consider the 2020/2021 Precept 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

    

    

     

 


