
31 

 

Minutes of the Holt Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 14th November 2019 at 

7.30pm in the Holt Village Hall.  

Present: Cllr Bob Mizen, Cllr Marsha Nicholson, Cllr Steve Siddall (Acting Chair in 

absence of Cllrs Game and Pearce and Mr Neil Baker (Clerk) 

 

In attendance:  Cllr Trevor Carbin.  

85. Apologies:  were accepted from Cllr Hendon, Cllr Game, Cllr Andrew Pearce, 

Cllr Richard Goodman, Cllr Meghan Doran. 

  

86.Open Meeting.  

  

Cllr Carbin confirmed: 

a. That WC would remove the dog waste bin in the Walk and place a new 

general rubbish bin on the opposite side of the road to the village shop. 

b. Repairs to the pavement in Leigh Road were on the WC list to be done 

c. That he would contact WC/Highways concerning the delay in removing the 

road closure signs from the entrance to the village from Bradford on Avon. 

 

87. Declarations of interests.  

None    

88. Minutes of the meeting held on 24th October 2019.  

Proposed acceptance by Cllr Mizen, seconded Cllr Nicholson and carried 

unanimously. 

89. Matters arising.  

a. relocation of the bin in the walk covered in item 86 above. No further action 

b. Purchase of the Chain to secure the cemetery gates still outstanding Action Clerk 

c. Bench outside the pavilion now painted, no further action required 

d. The environment Agency to be approached again re cattle in the stream. Clerk 

spoke with Environment Agency who advised that the matter is under investigation 

but no timescale for resolution provided. Wiltshire Council advised Cllr Carbin that 

responsibility rests with the environment agency. Action Clerk 

e. Action on Internet Banking still outstanding Clerk to action 

f. Letter to WC (Alistair Cunningham) re CIL sent and awaiting reply 

g and h. See item 91 in FAGNAC report 

i.Volunteer working party for weed clearance in Dawes Pond arranged 

j. TORs for Finance advisory group. See item 93© 
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90. To hear report from the Planning Committee 

It was agreed that a request for funds from the WC should be sought in the absence 

of CIL money from the Tannery Development. However, need to await reply to letter 

to Alistair Cunningham at WC requesting explanation for non-funding decisions. 

 

The Planning committee have recommended that the PC object to the application 

under 19/09952/FUL on the grounds of previous comments and this was agreed. 

Cllr Siddall to draft reply 

91. To hear report from the Village Facilities Advisory Group 

Re replacement tree(s) for Ham Green the Facilities Group reported the following:  

a.  A draft notice for distribution/notification to residents will be prepared with the 

intent to issue in the New Year and to include a voting slip on possible options for 

action. It was agreed that until the course of action has been determined no formal 

request for donations (if appropriate) would be made. However, a donation has 

already been offered. Action FAGNAC 

Action continues and will be reviewed in January.  

b. The current grass cutting contract will cease in December and action is in hand to 

identify other contractors. Action FAGNAC 

c. Cllr Nicholson advised that the School association were grateful for opportunities 

to comment on the replacement equipment for the play area and the PC would write 

to the school outlining options. 

d. Cllr Mizen [provided the Clerk with the written quotes received for tree 

replacement. 

92. To hear report from the Highways Advisory Group (HAG) 

Following a recent BCatG meeting it was confirmed that the work to (a) resurface the 

Street and The Common would take place 17th-21st February and (b) the 

roundabout at the junction by the Tollgate 6-17th January. Concern was expressed 

on the type of surface for (a) and Cllr Siddall would contact Highways through Cllr 

Carbin Action Cllr Siddall 

BT have proposed a payphones removal consultation period which affects the phone 

box in the village. It was agreed that the Clerk would place a note in the magazine, 

on the website and a note in the phone box. The consultation period ends 20 

January 2020. 
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93. To hear report from the Finance Advisory Group 

a. The following accounts were unanimously agreed for payment, proposed by Cllr 

Mizen, seconded Cllr NIcholson. 

 

C N Baker  Clerk wages/Expenses October £325.13 

HMRC  Tax     £76.20 

D Aland  Grass cutting     £470.00 

S Siddall  Purchase of Union Flag  £130.89 

 

Total £1002.22 

 

b. It was agreed that the draft precept options should be discussed when there is 

full/almost full attendance of Councillors at the next PC meeting in December 

 

c. The proposed TOR’s for the Finance Advisory Group were approved unanimously, 

proposed by Cllr Mizen and seconded Cllr Nicholson 

 

 

94. Village Inspection report/Parish Steward Tasking 

 

No report for November, Cllr Hendon to undertake report in December. Leaf removal 

in the village is an issue and despite some being removed during last Parish 

Steward visit. 

 

The Clerk will include “leaf clearance” in the next Parish Steward tasking list 

 

95. Website 

 

The Finance Advisory Group TOR’s to be shown on the website. Clerk to Action 

 

Cllr Siddall to place details of road closures regarding re surfacing and roadworks 

on website. 

 

Links to Village Hall and Holt Community Bus to be shown on the website. Cllr 

Nicholson action 

 

96. Correspondence 

 

See Part B 

 

97. Police Crime reports 

 

No reports received. 
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98. Social Media Policy 

 

The proposal to accept the Digital Communications Policy was deferred until the 

December meeting. 

 

83. Standing Orders, Policies and Procedures. 

 

The Standing Orders to be placed on the website Action Clerk 

 

84. Items of Report for future Agenda 

 

a. Proposal to approve 2020/21 Precept 

 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 5th December 2019 at 7.30pm 

at the Village Hall. 
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PART B 

 

Agenda item 96. 

 

The PC has received a letter from HMRC requesting payment of unpaid tax in 

respect of a previous employee. An initial investigation has resulted in the Clerk 

writing to HMRC Business Management and HMRC Debt Management saying that it 

is believed the tax has been payed but declared under a self-assessment tax return. 

Further that an error has been made by the PC in that the individual concerned 

should not have been declared an employee. Replies are awaited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

    

    

     

 


